
across Essex County, Greenbelt’s ability to 
maintain and expand its conserved acreage 
year-over-year is buoyed by a strong, growing 
base of support — from our community, our 
donors, and our conservation partners.

While our origins may have been modest, 
the Greenbelt mission remains increasingly 
vital. With more than 21,500 acres of land 
conserved to date, we are actively engaged 
in new projects that will continue to expand 
our impact and help propel us into the future.

Thank you for being a part of this incredible 
accomplishment! 

With gratitude we celebrate 
this achievement with you, 
our Greenbelt community.

As a non-profit organization tasked with 
the permanent protection of critical 
landscapes, wildlife habitat, and farmland 
in Essex County, Greenbelt’s work is 
often measured in decades. We develop 
relationships with landowners over years, 
expand our partnerships with towns and state 
organizations, connect with foundations 
and individual supporters, all with the goal 
of being ready to act when conservation 
opportunities arise.

Founded in 1961, the Greenbelt of the past 
may have looked a bit different than our 
current organization, but the core mission 
has remained the same. Some of the first 
projects completed by Greenbelt’s visionary 

founders during its formative years helped 
protect such beloved properties as Bald Hill 
and Willowdale Mill. By 1992, Greenbelt 
had conserved its first 5,000 acres and from 
there, the pace continued to accelerate. 

With a growing staff of conservation experts 
and a groundswell of supporters and donors, 
Greenbelt has kept pace with conserving 
close to 5,000 acres per decade, surpassing 
the 20,000-acre milestone in 2023 with the 
permanent protection of the nearly 2,100-acre 
Lynn Woods.

We all recognize how important this 
conservation work is, from protecting 
recreational space for all to enjoy and 
safeguarding local agriculture to bolstering 
our region’s climate resiliency. In the face 
of increasing pressure to develop property 
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A decades-long initiative by Greenbelt and 
multiple partners to protect Lynn Woods was 
completed in December ensuring that this 
vital community resource is now permanently 
protected from development.

LYNN WOODS CONSERVED FOREVER!

“Lynn Woods is a treasure in our community and 
we are committed to prioritizing preservation 
initiatives that support our outdoor recreation spaces. 
Permanently conserving the Woods ensures that this 
space will continue to be enjoyed for generations.”   

  
Founded in 1881, Lynn Woods was one of the first – and for 
a time the largest – municipal parks in the country. Covering 
nearly 2,100 acres, the property encompasses many 
diverse ecosystems that include woodlands, wetlands, and 
ponds, providing important habitat for a variety of rare and 
endangered species. Additionally, the park boasts a number of 
historical landmarks that reflect the area’s industrial past, as 
well as three drinking water reservoirs. 
 
Over the years, Lynn Woods has faced many threats of 
development with proposals including a golf course and the 
rerouting of Route 95. Today, thanks to the perseverance of 
Greenbelt, working in close collaboration with the City of Lynn, 
the Friends of Lynn Woods, and the Massachusetts Department 
of Conservation and Recreation, this essential urban park is 
now permanently protected for future generations to enjoy.

– Park Commissioners 
  Lynn, Massachusetts, 1890

“Whatever this city can do for the preservation of 
the forests, it is bound to do, not for the enjoyment 
of the living only, but for the generations that 
succeed us…” 

SAVE THE DATE! 

A Celebratory Walk in Lynn Woods
Saturday, September 7, 2:00-4:00pm
Multilingual event

LEARN MORE
ecga.org/events

Greenbelt and friends have enjoyed multiple walks at Lynn Woods Est. 1990Est.

– Jared Nicholson   
  Mayor, City of Lynn, 2023
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With more than 700 completed projects spanning 63 years, Greenbelt 
continues to strengthen and advance its mission to protect natural landscapes 
and ecosystems within Essex County, safeguarding its unique biodiversity and 
scenic beauty. By acquiring, stewarding, and advocating for the protection of 
open spaces, farmlands, forests, and coastal habitats, we play a pivotal role in 
preserving vital green spaces for current and future generations to enjoy.

Bald Hill                  
Founders Vision
With a vision for public access to 
miles of trails, Greenbelt founders 
Jack Peirce, Henry Sawyer, and 
Stephen Maddock came together 
to protect Bald Hill from 
development.

Cox Reservation     
Headquarters Established
In 1974, noted muralist Allyn Cox, 
whose work graces the U.S. Capitol 
Building, donated his farmhouse, 
studio barn, surrounding
salt marsh, and open fields to 
Greenbelt to be conserved and 
serve as our headquarters. 

Russell Orchards              
Local Agriculture 
The local effort to protect what 
was then Goodale Orchards 
culminated in the creation of the 
state’s first private Agricultural 
Preservation Restriction – held by 
Greenbelt. We can still taste the 
fruits of that labor today, and 
grab a cider donut, as well.

Graf Salt Marsh      
Climate Resiliency
Among our largest and earliest 
marsh acquisitions, Graf is part 
of the Great Marsh. Our work 
continues to this day, expanding 
public and land trust ownership
of the marsh – now undergoing 
restoration to enhance its resil-
ience to climate change.

Tompson Street   
Wildlife Habitat/Public Access 
Beginning in 1993, the effort to 
protect Tompson Street Reser-
vation has continued over many 
years, expanding acreage and 
access. Now one of Greenbelt’s 
largest reservations, visitors enjoy 
the miles of recreational trails 
and diverse terrain.

Maplecroft Farm  
Connected “Greenbelt”
The conservation of Maplecroft 
Farm began the more than 
decade-long effort to safeguard 
the landscape, culminating in 
the protection of Castle Neck 
River and Donovan Reservation/
Sagamore Hill, creating one of the 
largest “greenbelts” in the area.

Wet Meadows       
Watershed/Habitat 
The multi-year effort to protect 
parts of the historic Common 
Pasture helped to ensure that 
this scenic resource is available 
as an important bird habitat and 
grazing land. It also protects the 
headwaters of the Little River 
before it flows into the Parker.
 

Iron Ox Farm/Vineyard Hill                         
Local Agriculture
An innovative long-term ground 
lease ensures affordable farmland 
access at Iron Ox Farm. A widely 
used recreational destination, 
Vineyard Hill is a classic glacial 
landscape characterized by steep 
drumlins, intervening streams, 
and a gateway to an extensive 
adjacent state forest.

Indian Hill Farm     
Habitat Protection
Greenbelt has expanded the 
conservation area from South 
Street all the way to Pike’s Bridge 
Road and beyond, in this incredibly 
beautiful area, which protects 
water quality, supports pockets 
of agriculture, and is a haven for 
birders along “Warbler Alley.”

Lynn Woods       
Climate Resiliency
At nearly 2,100 acres, Lynn Woods 
is among the largest urban open 
spaces in the Commonwealth. 
The conservation restriction 
protects more than 40 miles of 
trails, a public drinking water supply, 
and an expanse of forest that cools 
surrounding residents.

Greenbelt-owned Land
Greenbelt owns and manages land obtained 
through donations, or purchased through public 
and private funding. Our properties are free 
and open to all.

Conservation & Agricultural Restrictions
Conservation Restrictions (CR) and Agricultural 
Preservation Restrictions (APR) prevent land 
from being developed, and in the case of a farm, 
protects land for agricultural use. Although 
Greenbelt does not own the land, we monitor 
and enforce conservation protections forever.

Assisted Projects
Greenbelt lends its expertise and technical 
support to state agencies, towns, and nonprofit 
organizations to advance initiatives focused on 
land conservation.

Protection Type  Acres

Greenbelt-owned  7,500
CRs/APRs  10,000 
Assists  4,000 

Total  21,500

Riverbend       
Tideland Ecosystem
Protecting one of the few 
remaining freshwater tideland 
ecosystems in MA, this property 
along the Merrimack River was 
conserved by the Town of West 
Newbury, assisted by Greenbelt.
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This timeline represents a snapshot of Greenbelt’s conservation efforts, 
highlighting projects from groundbreaking public access conservation areas 
to critical restrictions on vulnerable ecological areas.
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and the future
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